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In the claims : 

Claim 30 has been canceled. . — ' 

34. (Currently amended) The nucleic. acid of claim 33, 
wherein said 13 nucleotides are ATGGCATGGCATG [ (SEQ ID NO. 19)] 
(SEQ ID NO: 18) . 

39. (Currently amended) The vector of claim 36, wKeftein 

said 13 nucleotides are ATGGCATGGCATG [ (SEQ ID NO, 19-)] (SEQ ID 
NO: 18) . . - ■ 

^7 44. (Currently amended) The complement of the nucleic J 

31. 

acid [molecule] of claim 23:. - '- 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning rejections or other major issues in 
this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Terry A. McKelvey whose telephone number 
is (703) 305-7213. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday through Friday, except for Wednesdays , from about 7:30 AM 
to about 6:00 PM. A phone message' left at this number will be 
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Z Adams 

1-29. (Canceled) 

30. (New) An isolated nucleic acid, wherein said nucleic acid wnprises the sequence 
ATGGCATGGCATG (SEQ H> NO, 19), 

31 . (New) An isolated nucleic acid, wherein said nucleic acid comprises: three start 
codons within a spaa of 50 nucleotides, wherein each said start oodon is within a different 
reading frame; and a sequence that encodes histidine tags in three reading frames. 

32. (New) The nucleic acid of claim 31, wherein said start codons are ATG codons. 

33. (New) The nucleic acid of claim 31, wherein said start codons are within u span of 13 
nucleotides. 

34. (New) The nucleic acid of claim 33, wherein said 13 nucleotides are 
ATGGCATGGCATG (SEQ ID NO- 1 9). 

35. (New) The nucleic acid of claim 31* wherein said isolated nucleic acid further 
comprises a ribo some-binding site positioned 5 ' of said start codons. 

f $6. (New) A vector comprising the nucleic acid of claim 31. 

37, (New) The vector of claim 36, wherein said start codons are ATG codons. 

38. (New) The vector of claim 36, wherein said start codons are within a span of 1 3 
nucleotides, 

39, (New) The vector of claim 36, wherein said 1 3 nucleotides are ATGGCATGGCATG 
(SEQ ID NO. 19). 

40. (New) The vector of claim 36, farther comprising one or more cloning sites, said one 
or more cloning sites located 3\ 5\ or 3 * and 5' of said sequence encoding said histidine tags. 

4L (New) A cultured cell comprising the vector of claim 36. 

42. (New) The cultured cell of claim 41, wherein said cell is a prokaryotic or eukaryotic 

cell. 

43. (New) The cultured ceil of claim 42, wherein said eel! is selected from the group 
consisting of a ycaxi cell, a bacterial cell, aplant cell and an animal cell 

44. (New) The complement of the nucleic acid molecule of claim 31. 



The Examiner's Amendment Are Amending Claims 34> 39,44 



